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Grade 11, Unit 2 Pre-assessment 

 

Read the following excerpt  taken from Korn, Jerry, et al, eds,. This Fabulous Century: 1870 

Prelude 1900. New York: Time Life, Inc., 1970, page 266. 

 

The Greatest Showman of Earth 

In 1883 the remote cow town of Omaha, Nebraska, was treated to the grand opening of a 

show that would reign as America’s favorite for two decades.  It was Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild 

West, and the locals gladly paid the 50 cents admission to see its famous star.  Virtually every 

American knew of Buffalo Bill:  how he earned his nickname hunting buffalo for railroad- 

 building crews, how he had ridden on the Pony Express, fought the Indians, scouted for the U.S. 

Cavalry and performed for 11 seasons as a professional actor—all this and more by the age of 

37. 

 Cody gave the Nebraskans their money’s worth with a cast of trail-hardened cowboys 

putting on a dazzling display of stunt riding, fancy roping and deadeye marksmanship.  Bill  

himself topped them all with the rifle and shotgun, hitting dozens of small glass balls while 

running or riding at full tilt. 

 The crowd loved it, and so did the press as Bill took his show on tour.  Reporters began 

hailing The Wild West as “the best open-air show ever seen” and praising Bill as the showman 

who “out-Barnumed Barnum.”  On the crest of such raves, the show set attendance records  

across America and throughout Europe.  Eighty-three thousand people bought tickets in one day 

in London;  and during a full, five-month season more than a million people turned up to watch 

Buffalo Bill do his stuff. 

 Bill also doubled as front man and producer, hobnobbing confidently with other 

celebrities who came to see the show.  Once he took the Prince of Wales and four kings for a ride 

in the show’s stagecoach, and he delighted the poker-playing prince by describing his passengers 

as “a royal flush.”  As producer, Bill steadily improved the quality of his big troupe.  In 1885, he 

took on as sharp-shooter a very comely young woman, Mrs. Phoebe Ann Butler, and gave her 

star billing as Annie Oakley, “Little Sure Shot.”  Later he used his foreign tours to recruit the 

best horsemen in Europe for the sensational acts entitled “Rough Riders of the  

World.” 

 Bill’s most exotic talent catch was Sitting Bull, the Sioux chieftain whose braves had 

slaughtered the troops of General George Custer at Little Bighorn in 1876.  The warrior chief 

signed on in 1885 for a $125 bonus and $50 a week, much of which he gave away to the poor 

urchins who hung around the show.  When, at tour’s end, Sitting Bull went back to his people,  

Bill gave his friend a rare prize: a performing horse that went into its act when a gun was fired. 

 To Cody’s sorrow, he had not seen the last of that gift horse.  In 1890, when Sitting 

Bull’s Sioux were growing warlike on their Dakota reservation, a troop of Indians, recruited by 

the government, went to arrest the great chief.  Sitting Bull refused to leave his people, and in the 

ensuing skirmish he was shot dead.  Meanwhile the trick horse, at the cue of gunfire, kept rearing 

5 

10

0 

15

0 

20

0 

25

0 

30

0 



and pawing the air, convincing the Indians that the fallen chief’s spirit had entered its body.  

Masterless but unharmed, the beast was returned to Bill to perform again in The Wild West 

show.  
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Multiple Choice 
 
 

1. Read the following excerpt and then answer both parts of the question below. 
 

 
In 1883 the remote cow town of Omaha, Nebraska, was treated to the grand 

opening of a show that would reign as America’s favorite for two decades.  It was 
Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West, and the locals gladly paid the 50 cents admission to see 
its famous star.  Virtually every American knew of Buffalo Bill:  how he earned his 
nickname hunting buffalo for railroad- building crews, how he had ridden on the Pony 
Express, fought the Indians, scouted for the U.S. Cavalry and performed for 11 seasons 
as a professional actor—all this and more by the age of 37. 
                                                                                                                                                             

 
Which statement about “the locals gladly paid the 50 cents admission to see its famous 
star” can be inferred from the excerpt above? 
 

A. The price of 50 cents admission was not a lot of money back then. 
B. The people buying tickets to the Wild West show were interested in the Pony 

Express. 
C. Because of Bill Cody’s accomplishments, the people expected the show to be 

well worth the price. 
D. Because the cow town was remote, the people had nothing else to do. 

 

Underline a sentence in the excerpt that supports this inference. 

 

 

2.  Read the following excerpt and then answer both parts of the questions below. 

 
 The crowd loved it, and so did the press as Bill took his show on tour.  Reporters 
began hailing The Wild West as “the best open-air show ever seen” and praising Bill as 
the showman who “out-Barnumed Barnum.”  On the crest of such raves, the show set 
attendance records across America and throughout Europe.  Eighty-three thousand 
people bought tickets in one day in London; and during a full, five-month season more 
than a million people turned up to watch Buffalo Bill do his stuff. 

 

In the excerpt above, the author implies which of the following about “praising Bill as 
the showman who “out-Barnumed Barnum”? 
 



A.  More people attended the Barnum show than attended The Wild West show. 
B. The Wild West show was never as good as the Barnum show. 
C. The love of the crowd and the press for The Wild West show resulted in the 

show’s extraordinary sale of tickets. 
D. Because of the reviews of the press, the sale of tickets to The Wild West show 

was never as good as those sold for the Barnum show.   
 
 
Underline the sentence in the excerpt that supports this implication. 
 
 
 
 
3.  Read the following excerpt and then answer both parts of the question below. 
 

 

 
As producer, Bill steadily improved the quality of his big troupe.  In 1885, he took on as 
sharp-shooter a very comely young woman, Mrs. Phoebe Ann Butler, and gave her star 
billing as Annie Oakley, “Little Sure Shot.” 
   

  

What, according to the excerpt above, can be inferred regarding the reason Bill selected 

Mrs. Phoebe Ann Butler to be in his show? 

A. He was interested in someone who could do the job well. 

B. He hired her because she was a beautiful woman. 

C. He needed a married woman in the show. 

D. He needed to increase the number of acts in his show.   

 

 

Essential Questions 

4. How do strong textual citations help support analysis of a text? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 



5. How does analyzing a complex set of ideas or a series of structured events aid 

in comprehension? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why do we write informative/explanatory texts? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
Constructed Response 
 
In the passage, the author claims, “In 1883 the remote cow town of Omaha, Nebraska, 
was treated to the grand opening of a show that would reign as America’s favorite for 
two decades.  It was Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West, and the locals gladly paid the 50 
cents admission to see its famous star.”  Write an essay in which you analyze how the 
author develops and substantiates this claim. What assumptions does the author 
depend upon? What evidence does the author use to support this claim? What 
conclusions does the author draw from that evidence? 
 
 
 
Your essay should 
� present a well-organized, coherent, and clear discussion of the topic 
� make use of evidence from the passage in the form of quotations and significant 
        details 
� analyze the structure of the passage and how it contributes to the author’s argument 
� present a clear conclusion based on your analysis of the information presented 
� use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 
 

 

 



Scoring Guide: Grade 11, Unit 2 Pre-assessment 

 

1. Part 1 - C  Part 2 -  “Virtually every. . . 37.” 

2. Part 1 - C  Part 2 -  “Eighty-three thousand . . . stuff.”  

3. A 

 

 

Questions 4, 5, and 6 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. 

Review responses to determine what students already know and understand. 

 

 

    Constructed Response: Use rubric below 

 

Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 
comprehension 
of key ideas 
and details 

 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites convincing 
textual evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
full 
comprehension of 
complex ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 
notes: The 
response 
thoroughly 
analyzes significant 
evidence from the 
text, including the 
author’s use of 
specific examples, 
the author’s 
progression 
through examples 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites textual 
evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
extensive 
comprehension 
of ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 
notes: The 
response 
analyzes 
evidence from 
the text, showing 
a comprehension 
of the central 
claim and an 
awareness of 
some of the 
techniques and 

The response 
provides a 
mostly accurate 
analysis of what 
the text says 
explicitly or 
inferentially, 
and cited 
textual evidence 
shows a basic 
comprehension 
of ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 
notes: The 
response shows 
an 
understanding 
of the main idea 
of the text, but 
does little more 
than summarize 
the text. 
Evidence from 
the text may be 
cited but not 

The response 
provides a minimally 
accurate or 
inaccurate analysis of 
what the text says, 
and cited textual 
evidence shows 
limited or inaccurate 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 

 

 

 

Specific scoring 
notes: The response 
does not show an 
awareness of the 
argument put 
forward in the text. If 
evidence is cited, no 
attempt is made to 
analyze it or it is 
misinterpreted. 

No response; or the 
response is 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

  not written in 
English; 

 too limited to 
evaluate. 

 

 

 



over time, the 
author’s discussion 
of Buffalo Bill’s 
experiences with 
various types of 
people, and the 
author’s use of 
dates, statistics, 
quotations, and 
sayings. 

structural choices 
the author uses 
to advance the 
argument. 

analyzed in a 
meaningful way. 

 

 

Writing: 
development 
of ideas 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides effective 
and 
comprehensive 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by using 
clear and 
convincing 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
consistently 
appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides effective 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by 
using clear 
reasoning, 
details, text-
based evidence, 
and/or 
description; the 
development is 
largely 
appropriate to 
the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides some 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by 
using some 
reasoning, 
details, text-
based evidence, 
and/or 
description; the 
development is 
somewhat 
appropriate to 
the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and develops 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements minimally 
by using limited 
reasoning, details, 
text-based evidence 
and/or description; 
the development is 
limited in its 
appropriateness to 
the task, purpose, 
and/or audience. 

No response; or the  

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

 not written in 
English; 

 too limited to 
evaluate. 

 

Writing: 
organization 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion and 
includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
easy to follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 

 

The response 
demonstrates a 
great deal of 
coherence, 
clarity, and 
cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
fairly easy to 
follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 

 

The response 
demonstrates 
some 
coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
logically 
grouped ideas, 
making the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas usually 
discernible but 
not obvious. 

The response 
demonstrates limited 
or no coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, making the 
writer’s progression 
of ideas somewhat or 
entirely unclear. 

 

No response; or the 

response is 

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

 not written in 
English; 

 too limited to 
evaluate. 

 

Writing: clarity 
of language 

 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending to 
the norms and 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending 
to the norms and 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains a 
mostly effective 
style, while 
attending to the 

The response has a 
style that has limited 
or impaired 
effectiveness, with 
limited or highly 
deficient awareness 

No response; or the 

response is 

 



conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses 
precise language 
consistently, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, and/or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

conventions of 
the discipline.  
The response 
uses mostly 
precise language, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional 
words, words to 
indicate tone, 
and/or domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

norms and 
conventions of 
the discipline.  
The response 
uses some 
precise 
language, 
including 
descriptive 
words and 
phrases, sensory 
details, linking 
and transitional 
words, words to 
indicate tone 
and/or domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

of the norms of the 
discipline.  The 
response includes 
limited if any 
descriptions, sensory 
details, linking or 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, or domain-
specific vocabulary. 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

  not written in 
English; 

  too limited to 
evaluate. 

 

Writing: 
knowledge of 
language and 
conventions 

 

 

The response 
demonstrates 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
consistent with 
effectively edited 
writing. Though 
there may be a 
few minor errors in 
grammar and 
usage, meaning is 
clear throughout 
the response. 

The response 
demonstrates a 
generally 
consistent 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. 
There are a few 
patterns of errors 
in grammar and 
usage that may 
infrequently 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
limited 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard 
English. There 
are multiple 
errors in 
grammar and 
usage 
demonstrating 
minimal control 
over language. 
There are 
multiple 
distracting 
errors in 
grammar and 
usage that 
sometimes 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates little 
or no command of 
the conventions of 
standard English. 
There are frequent 
and varied errors in 
grammar and usage, 
demonstrating little 
or no control over 
language. There are 
frequent distracting 
errors in grammar 
and usage that often 
impede 
understanding. 

No response; or the 
response is 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

 response is not 
written in 
English; 

 too limited to 
evaluate. 

 

 

 

 


